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trumpeters, players, and musicians. Also a bodyguard of
100 knights and 300 infantry.

But all this did not have the effect he intended, he stayed
in the Medici Palace, which taught him a valuable lesson.
For desirous as he had been to display to the Florentines
how much greater was the wealth and splendoui of Milan,
he was forced by what he saw around him to acknowledge
that Art was superior to mere costliness, while we find him
declaring that in all Italy he had not seen so many pictures
by the first masters, statues, gems, bronzes, beautiful vases,
medallions, and rare books, as he saw collected in the palace
of the Medici. The result was that he departed at the end
of his visit with a greatly increased respect for the Medici,
and more inclined than he had previously been to maintain
the alliance with Florence. From this time forward we find
Milan following in the steps of Florence, and its Duke con-
stantly writing to Lorenzo asking him to send him the fore-
most artists, and endeavouring in every way to make Milan
also a centre of Learning and Art.

In July of this same year Pope Paul' II died, and was
succeeded by Sixtus IV. On the election of the latter the
Signoria of Florence sent an embassy to Rome, in accordance
with the usual custom, to congratulate him: Lorenzo formed
one of the representatives of Florence,16 and says in his
memoirs that he was received by the new Pope "very honour-
ably." These satisfactory rektions, however, did not last
long; Sixtus IV soon became a Pope whose crimes caused
mankind to loathe the very name of the Papacy; and before
many years were over he was forming a formidable plot
against Lorenzo>s life and the independence of the Florentine
state.

In June 1472 took place an event in regard to which
Lorenzo's conduct has been so grossly distorted by his de-
tractors that the episode has to receive notice. Volterra, the
tnost turbulent of Florence's subject towns, had raised a
levolt in connection w'th some local disputes, and on the